Reading Task One: Read the following article on the Mark Duggan case and insert the missing paragraphs in the correct order. There is one extra paragraph. Use the grid provided for your answers. (5 x 1 = 5 marks)
The Mark Duggan case shows we must change the law on evidence
A legal anomaly that continues to cause injustice may be preventing an inquest into Mark Duggan's death
Yet again the absurdity of the law that allows bugging and evidence from hidden cameras of surveillance by police and MI5 to be revealed, but not the tapping of telephones, has been exposed.
A 
For years the government has said it would look into the anomaly whereby the existence of a bug placed under a table or a car, a video camera hidden behind a bush or inside an electrical socket, but not the bugging of a telephone, can be revealed in a court. Years ago, Sir John Chilcot, latterly of Iraq inquiry fame, was asked to consider the issue. Intelligence services and interception of communications commissioners – posts held by serving or former senior judges – and the government's independent adviser on terrorism legislation have all grappled with the problem.
B 
Phone tapping is one of the older methods of surveillance, certainly older than the increasingly sophisticated surveillance techniques now used by the police, MI5, and GCHQ. It must be one of the first things potential targets – including terrorist plotters – assume is being done. In other contexts, when they are not talking about trials, the spooks do not hide their pride in their technical wizardry and surveillance kit at their disposal.
C 
The ban may well be a contributing factor behind the fiasco surrounding Abu Qatada. The government wants to deport him to Jordan but has never explained why he cannot be put on trial here. Is it because it cannot, or does not want to, reveal what was known about him, and his activities, here for so long, through phone taps?
D 
Perhaps ministers are worried they may be brought into the frame, since phone taps require a ministerial not a judicial warrant.
E 
Yet there are already frequent arguments here in pre-trial hearings about disclosure. State prosecutors are under an obligation to provide the defence with all relevant material in their possession. It is surely not beyond the wit of ministers and government law officers to put an end to an anomaly that might have led to injustices in the past and threatens to do so in future.     
MISSING PARAGRAPHS

1.
Intelligence and law enforcement agencies in other countries recognise it is an 
important way of gathering information (for despite suspecting they are being 
tapped, targets cannot resist, or cannot avoid, using telephones). The exclusion 
of the product of phone taps has serious implications, and encourages 
detention without trial and control orders, by banning evidence that otherwise 
might have been used, and indeed proved crucial, in a court case.
2.
The first trial over the "airline plot" – the plan to bring down passenger aircraft 
over the Atlantic – a few years ago collapsed. Three terrorists were found guilty 
in a second trial here but after information from phone taps in the US, not the 
UK, was used in evidence.
3.
The Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) has joined former 
directors of public prosecutions, police chiefs and civil rights groups demanding 
a change in the law, specifically the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act. The 
IPCC describes legislation related to intercept evidence as an "obstacle". It is 
concerned that there may not be an inquest into the death of Mark Duggan, 
shot dead by police in London last August.
4.
Some security sources argue that allowing phone-tap evidence in court would 
be an expensive bureaucratic nightmare. They argue that hours and hours of 
tape would have to be transcribed, not just the relevant passages, since under 
Britain's court disclosure rules, defence demands for more, even all, the 
transcripts would have to be fulfilled. European countries with an inquisitorial, 
rather than an adversarial, system of justice, and with "examining magistrates" 
holding the ring between prosecution and defence, have it easy, security 
officials argue. Defence lawyers would not have the same disclosure rights as in 
the UK.

5.
Britain is not alone suppressing phone-tapping evidence. In certain jurisdictions 
such as Germany, courts will not accept recorded phone calls as evidence 
under any circumstances.

6.
To no avail. A few senior police officers have vented their frustration. MI5, and 
GCHQ – the government's electronic eavesdropping agency – hide behind 
ministers' feeble claim that to allow phone tapping to be revealed in court would 
somehow undermine future operations by revealing the "modus operandi" of 
Britain's security and intelligence agencies.

By Richard Norton-Taylor. Adapted from © 2012 guardian.co.uk 
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Reading Task Two: Read the text and complete each gap with a suitable word from the box at the end. There are four extra words which are not used, and there is an example at the beginning.  (20 x 0.5 = 10 marks)
LightSquared’s Broadband Rejection a Blow for Wireless Competition
The federal government’s ____ rejection____ of LightSquared’s ambitious plan to ____LAUNCH____ a nationwide wireless network is a major setback for the majority owner and manager Phil Falcone, who poured billions of dollars into the project. But it also deals a ____BLOW____ to the prospect of more competition in the broadband space, which could have meant more choices for consumers in a market dominated by a few major players.

The Federal Communications Commission announced Tuesday that it won’t let LightSquared begin operating its network ____AFTER____ another federal agency, the National Telecommunications and Information Administration, said that the new network ____WOULD____ interfere with GPS signals used to guide commercial aircraft, satellites and personal-navigation devices.

LightSquared was ____AIMING____ to introduce a high-speed, next-generation wireless service that could compete with Verizon Wireless, AT&T and other incumbent providers. The plan had many supporters, including at the FCC, which has been pushing to free ____UP____ more wireless spectrum to accommodate consumers’ rapidly growing appetite for ____STREAMING____ music, movies and video games, which eat up more bandwidth than traditional voice calls.

LightSquared, which has invested $4 billion in the project, had hoped to take advantage of this so-called “spectrum crunch” with a new ____OPTION____ for as many as 260 million people. The firm would not have marketed the service itself, but rather would have provided ____WHOLESALE____ access to third-parties like Best Buy, which was planning on selling broadband under its own brand.

It’s not surprising that LightSquared has cried foul at the FCC’s rejection. But it may have a ____LEGITIMATE____ point: Even federal regulators acknowledge that GPS devices pick up signals from outside their ____ALLOTTED____ spectrum — in this case, LightSquared signals, which operate on wireless spectrum directly adjacent to that used by GPS. In a blog post, Jeff Carlisle, the company top official for regulatory affairs, criticized the federal government for ____BOWING____ to the GPS industry. “GPS in America has become ‘too big to fail,’” he wrote. “Like Wall Street, the manufacturers of GPS devices have spent years profiting off of vulnerable technology and are now seeking protection from the government instead of implementing the necessary reforms.”

LightSquared’s rejection is clearly a major setback for Falcone, a colorful character whose New York-based ____HEDGE____ fund, Harbinger Capital Partners, made billions after betting ____AGAINST____ sub-prime mortgages in the years prior to the financial meltdown. (The lavish lifestyle enjoyed by Falcone and his wife Lisa Marie was chronicled memorably in a Vanity Fair article last year.)

In fact, the bigger loser may actually be the public, which could have enjoyed scores of new wireless broadband options nationwide, instead of having to ____SETTLE____ for the biggest legacy players like AT&T and Verizon Wireless. LightSquared had struck wholesale deals with many smaller, regionally-based companies ____EAGER____ to offer broadband — companies that would have been able to bring much needed competition into the market, putting downward pressure on prices. “It is very unfortunate that the engineering studies did not find a clear way ____FORWARD____ to bring much needed spectrum to the public on a wholesale basis,” Harold Feld, legal director for Public Knowledge, a DC-based consumer ____INTEREST____ group, said in a statement.

Still, hope for more wireless competition may not be completely lost. One day after the FCC announced its decision, one of LightSquared’s partners, FreedomPop, which was released by Skype co-founder Niklas Zennstrom, said it would ____TEAM____ up with Clearwire, another upstart broadband company, to offer next-generation wireless service. Clearwires shares rose more than 5% Wednesday in the ____WAKE____ of the FCC LightSquared decision.


Adapted from: http://business.time.com
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Reading Task Three: Read the following text. For questions 1 to 5 choose the correct letter a, b, or c.
(5 x 1 = 5 marks)

Nuclear giants RWE and E.ON drop plans to build new UK reactors

German nuclear companies pull out of Horizon project for two new plants, with France's EDF most likely to pick up contract

The government's nuclear energy policy is in disarray after German utilities RWE and E.ON scrapped plans to build two reactors in the UK, prompting warnings of serious knock-on effects for jobs and economic growth.

Nuclear power is a cornerstone of the government's low-carbon agenda and the Horizon joint venture, co-owned by RWE and E.ON, was a key contributor due to its plans to construct new stations at Wylfa in Wales and Oldbury in Gloucestershire.

Progress on those projects was shelved on Thursday when Horizon's owners put the business on the market, citing doubts over financing the projects and costs associated with the German government's decision to abandon nuclear power in the wake of the Fukushima disaster.

"A combination of these strategic factors, together with the significant ongoing costs of running the Horizon joint venture, has led to a situation where capital investment plans have been reviewed," the companies said in a joint statement.

The government has identified nuclear power as one of three energy sources – including renewables and carbon capture storage – that will help the UK cut carbon dioxide emissions by 80% by 2050. Wylfa and Oldbury were two of the eight sites identified by the government as possible locations nuclear power stations.

The decision sent shockwaves through the sector. A senior nuclear industry figure told the Guardian: "It's a total train wreck – you can't imagine the importance of this to the economy of north Wales. This programme is bigger than the whole Olympics. The government now has to try to find another buyer."

Horizon's owners had made the economic benefits of their plans a key part of their pitch, pledging to invest at least £15bn in nuclear power, creating a total of 800 permanent jobs at each site and employing 10,000 people during construction of Wylfa and Oldbury with construction due to begin on the first site in 2015.

Horizon had planned up to 6GW of new nuclear plants in Britain by 2025, encouraged by a government that has been more pro-nuclear than other countries with eight sites designated for development. The three companies planning new nuclear power plants in the UK – EDF, Horizon and NuGen – were preparing to generate 16GW of electricity capacity from their new sites, enough to replace Britain's current nuclear output. Without new sites there will be only one operational nuclear plant left in the UK by 2023: Sizewell B in Suffolk.

France's EDF, the biggest player in nuclear power in the UK with four reactors under development and eight in operation, has been put forward as a potential buyer of Horizon. However, a bid is not thought to be likely although government sources said they were confident that the Wylfa and Oldbury sites would attract interest from other bidders.

EDF stood by plans to build two new plants at Hinkley Point in Somerset, with hopes to open the first in 2019, but a final investment decision is contingent on the government underwriting long-term electricity prices. EDF and other nuclear power companies are wary of investing multibillion pound sums in facilities without a guarantee on how quickly their investments will be paid off.

The French state-controlled company, which is building the stations in partnership with British gas owner Centrica, used the Horizon news to step up the pressure on government over financial support on Thursday. It made clear the consequences on the Hinkley Point project of failing to provide adequate financial assistance. It said: "Clearly that decision depends on having a profitable project which meets the financial targets."

One analyst said uncertainty over returns on investments and doubts over reform of the electricity market were contributing to an uncertain outlook for an energy industry that will lose large amounts of capacity over the next decade when older coal and nuclear plants – representing 20% of capacity – shut down over the next ten years.

"The UK's future energy outlook is quickly moving from uncertain to fragile. There needs to be a replacement for the Horizon consortia and quickly," said Andrew Horstead, a risk analyst at Utilyx, an energy consultancy.

The energy minister, Charles Hendry, said the "disappointing" decision did not reflect badly on Britain's nuclear policy. "The partners have clearly explained that this decision was based on pressures elsewhere in their businesses, and not any doubts about the role of nuclear in UK's energy future," he said. "The UK's new nuclear programme is far more than one consortium and there remains considerable interest. Plans from EDF/Centrica and Nugen are on track and Horizon's sites offer new players an excellent ready-made opportunity to enter the market."

The TUC said the RWE and E.ON move was a "major jobs blow" for the construction and engineering sectors. Brendan Barber, the TUC general secretary, said: "If you think nuclear power has an important role in decarbonising the economy, as ministers say, then you have to make sure that these kinds of very long-term investments occur.You cannot let your strategy for dealing with climate change – our biggest long-term challenge – be subject to the short-term whims of the market."

The Institute of Directors said the withdrawal was "bad news" for the future of stable energy supplies in the UK. "Without enough reliable and affordable power to underpin our economy, businesses will find it harder to deliver growth. This decision is disappointing, and the Government needs a far better energy strategy to ensure the lights stay on and the factories keep running," said Simon Walker, director general of the IoD.

The Horizon news also raises questions over E.ON's and RWE's bills to UK consumers. High bills have been justified by the need to finance major investments in nuclear power. That explanation faces challenges in the wake of today's news. RWE owns npower in the UK.

By Dan Milmo and Fiona Harvey. Adapted from © 2012 guardian.co.uk

1.
a) Nuclear power is quite a relevant issue for the UK government and is scheduled to report on their low-carbon plans.

b) Nuclear power projects in the UK have been called off after RWE and E.ON made their decision.
c) Horizon’s partners based their decision on the lack of support of the German government.

2.
a) Horizon’s sales talk was directed towards their initial investment and job creation.
b) The British government was reluctant towards Horizon’s investment plans.

c) At the moment there were six possible sites identified for construction.

3. 
EDF has been...

a) considering buying Horizon.
b) suggested as a buyer of Horizon.
c) ruled out as a bidder on Horizon.

4. 
EDF...
· still backs up plans of constructing two more nuclear plants in Somerset.
· claims the British government should guarantee long-term electricity prices.

· is cautious about investing in Somerset and therefore will not build its new plants.

5.
According to the energy minister, RWE and E.ON’s decision...

· affected Britain’s nuclear policy’s image.
· opens up the market for other competitors.
· leaves investment in nuclear power to the market’s own devices.
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