Listening Task Two: You will hear a radio report about a ruling on contraception that generated intense opposition in the USA. For gaps 1- 8 complete the sentences with a word or short phrase. There is an example at the beginning. Listen to the recording twice. (8 x 1 = 8 marks)

Example:
The White House is offering (0)____an accommodation___ to the Catholic Church and other critics on the ruling on contraception.

A.
According to the report, the exception to the new policy will not apply to 
institutions (1)____AFFILIATED WITH____ a church.

B. Offering free contraceptive coverage on the part of insurance companies will take the Catholic organization out of the (2)______LOOP_____________.

C. Objections raised by Catholic bishops have made Republican candidates continue with the political (3)_______CRY_____________.

D. From a political point of view, the White House wants to avoid the image of the government (4)_______PUSHING AROUND__ churches.

E. Before this new ruling on contraception, the so-called “war on faith” was something Republican candidates were able to (5)“___SINK THEIR TEETH____into.”

F. Polling shows that not only Catholic women are in favour of this type of coverage, but also young (6)______SECULAR__________women.

G. The president’s old policy had (7)____LITTLE SUPPORT_____ from Catholics, although there was a real division between men and women.

H. As the day goes on, administration officials will be trying to (8)___RALLY THEIR ALLIES__.

I. Listening Task Four: You will hear a radio report about the snakehead fish. For statements 1- 4 choose the correct option (a, b, or c). Listen to the recording twice. 

J. (4 x 1 = 4 marks)

K. (1) 
L. The snakehead resembles a python with many teeth.
M. Biologists warned the residents of Maryland about the consequences of eating snakehead.

N. The snakehead has been considered a pricy delicacy for years.

O. (2) 

P. Rorapaugh admits the fish they got in yesterday will be spoilt by the weekend.
Q. Kennedy suggests using snakehead for human consumption as a way of getting rid of this invasive species.
R. Rorapaugh says that, with the right marinade, snakehead can taste quite good.

S. (3) 
T. One of John Odenkirk’s tasks consists of tagging the snakehead.
U. All snakehead caught on a day have the same number so as to group them.

V. The label used on snakehead fish advise fishers not to kill them.

W. (4)
Nowadays people...

X. still think snakeheads pose a threat for the ecosystem.
Y. do not see snakeheads as dangerous and ravenous fish.

Z. are aware of the fact that snakeheads are an ecological disaster.

Listening Task Three: You will hear a section of a programme called StoryCorps in which people are sharing stories about their lives and loved ones. Listen to Steven and Alexandra talking about their courtship. For gaps 1- 3 complete the sentences. Listen to the recording twice. (3 x 1 = 3 marks)

1) Alexandra’s first reaction to having dinner with Steven was rather negative because she did not want her mother to ____SET HER UP______ with anybody.

2) After Alexandra told her mother to dis-invite Steven he felt ____DISAPPOINTED__ about not meeting her.

3) In the end, Alexandra expresses her affection towards Steven by saying that she will never let him _____OUT OF HER GRIP______.
